
Poi Loader Instructions for use.

Poi Loader is a windows only ( for now ) program to load 'Points of Interest' (POI) files into the 
sqlite3 database used by Maemo Mapper. It is a visual basic program which uses the normal 
windows installation routines. You just need to download the package and unzip and run the 
setup.exe program.

 Once unpacked and installed you will have a start menu entry 'Poi Loader'. The 
installation will add a folder under 'Program Files' which contains the Poi_Loader.exe, sqlite3.exe 
and gpsbabel.exe/gpsbabelGUI.exe along with the help files etc. the necessary dlls will be 
installed in Windows\system32. 

 Just 'click' on the 'Start menu' item and you will be presented with the following screen.

The simplest way to use this program is to leave the Temporary folder at the default 'C:\temp' ,
'Click' on the folder icon next to the Poi database entry field and select a database. Note:

 
Maemo Mapper stores its Poi information by default in a file named poi.db the path on
 your 770/800 ( device ) can be found  under 'Settings' -> POI tab -> POI database. If
 your device is mounted as a USB drive you may select this database directly or
 ( preferable if your confidence is low ) copy the db to a folder ( c:\temp ? ) on your

 windows filesystem and select from there this will ensure that if anything goes wrong its
 just a copy you have trashed.

Next select the POI file you wish to load. Currently Poi_Loader will natively ( with the help of 
gpsbabel ) load 'tomtom ( .ov2)', 'geocache ( .loc)', gpx and 'garmin (.csv) 

Note. .csv is a general standard used by numerous programs. Poi Loader will check to
 see if the first line of the file and assume 'unicsv' if it contains the strings '"Lat","Lon" 
and "Name"' otherwise it will assume 'garmin'

After a slight delay the poi filename will be displayed with a .gpx extension, this is the resultant 
gpx translated by 'gpsbabel'. 
The button 'Display/Edit resultant input GPX file'  will load this file using notepad.



Maemo Mapper stores all 'Poi' in 'Categories'. In general any Poi files aquired from the
 net will not have an associated category. You will therefore need to select/assign/create
a category in which to store your 'Poi' file. After Gpsbabel has translated your poi into a
 gpx file Poi_Loader will add <sym></sym> tags into each record. This is where the 
category will be stored. 

Clicking 'Import into DB' will start the loading process. If this poifile is ( for instance ) a .ov2 the 
sequence of events is as follows. 

A dialogue will be displayed asking you to select a category. If none of the existing 
selectable categories are suitable then 'Create new category' will allow you to associate a new 
category with this Poifile. 

 

Once 'Continue' is clicked your Poifile will begin to load.  



After the Poifile is loaded a messagebox will be displayed. Poi_Loader temporarily creates a 
unique index on the database table to avoid the possibility of loading duplicate files. If any 
duplicates are found you will be informed and a duplicates file will be produced in your temporary 
folder. 

 

After loading a file there will be two extra .gpx files in your temp folder:- The file that gpsbabel 
created and a Poi_Loader native file. if for instance your poifile was Pubs.ov2 ( a tomtom poifile ) 
then there will be a Pubs.gpx ( bare gpsbabel gpx file ) and a Pubs_MM.gpx, this file has the 
category stored internally and would be loaded silently if selected above.

File menu



Database Operations

TBD

Get DB Stats

Just displays database usage in histogram format mouseover gives info on individual 
categories.



Create blank MM db
   As it says Creates a blank db compatible with Maemo Mapper.

Run GPS Babel GUI

  Again just as it says. Just runs Gpsbabel for whatever you might need it for – Radius 
limiting etc.   


